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Arthur Meredith Walters was a 20-year Army veteran and a social services
administrator; who is most recognized for his role as the Louisville Urban
League’s (LUL) Executive Director from 1970-1987. He joined the LUL, an
affiliate of the National Urban League, in 1963 as their Director of Job
Development and Employment; and from 1963 to 1987 he worked tirelessly in
creating employment, housing, and educational opportunities previously denied
minorities. He wrote the nationally recognized on-the-job training program for
the League to assist the under-skilled and under-privileged in finding
employment. This signature program helped to persuade Kentucky and area
companies to hire, train, and recruit black workers. It became a model training
program that was used throughout the network of League affiliates.
He was a catalyst for change in desegregation, equal housing, job opportunities
for minorities, innovations in program services, and a champion of race
relations. In 1969, as an example, he led efforts to place 345 minority workers
in jobs paying them a combined paycheck of more than $2 million; according to
Urban League statistics.
In 1971, Walters was instrumental in the election of
Thelma Clemmons as President of the Louisville
Urban League’s Board of Directors; making
Louisville the first affiliate of the National Urban
League to select a female board chair. The
Louisville Urban League Guild, the agency’s official
volunteer auxiliary, grew in numbers and
effectiveness under Walters’ leadership. Upon
retirement from the LUL in 1987, Walters was
recruited by then Mayor Jerry Abramson to head
Destination Louisville, an initiative to relocate the
U.S.A. Presbyterian headquarters to the city.

Walters was born in Magnolia, Kentucky to
the union of Tom and Mabel Walters; as the
middle child of 3. His sister - Florence, his
brother - Richard and he learned the value of
hard work and dedication to a task by helping
their parents with assigned farm chores. He
graduated as valedictorian from BondWashington High School; Elizabethtown,
Kentucky. His early upbringing and
influences instilled in him the love,
importance, and strength of family and was
the foundation for all of his future success.
He wrote the foreword for the book entitled,
“The Bond-Washington Story”, as told by
Lottie Offett Robinson, one of his high school
teachers. He was attending Kentucky State
College when he was drafted into the Army in
1945.
A veteran of WWII and the Korean War, he
was one of the first African-American officers
to lead integrated troops; outranking many of
his white counterparts on a consistent basis
at a time when that was not popular or widely
accepted. Walters earned the Bronze Star of
Heroism, Medal of Merit, WWII Victory Medal,
and the Soldier’s Medal of Bravery. He retired
from the Army Corps of Engineers in 1962 as
a Lieutenant Colonel after an illustrious
military career of 20 years. He later earned
his M.Ed. from the University of Louisville.

Walters’ hard work gained him the respect of many; statewide and
nationally. His achievements earned him an impressive 100+
honors, including Adult Black Achiever of the Year, Freedom
Award, Bell Award, Ebony Magazine’s “1,000 Successful Blacks”,
Civil Rights Leadership Award, UNCF Distinguished Service Award,
National Council of Christian and Jews Brotherhood Award, and the
Louisville Defender’s Community Service Award. Walters helped to
organize the Metro United Way Leadership Roundtable designed to
be the standard for effective leadership in the Louisville community.
In 1994, he was presented with an Honorary Doctorate of Humane
Letters from Bellarmine University; where there is a scholarship
named for him. The annual LUL’s Arthur M. Walters Champion of
Diversity Award is also named in his honor. He served on numerous
Boards in Louisville throughout his career and was the first AfricanAmerican member of the Louisville Rotary Club. He was a member
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Psi Boule Fraternity, Inc. and Ye
Ole Esquire Club. In addition, Walters’ was active in his church,
serving as a faithful deacon and member of the Adult Sunday
School and Bible Study classes.
He was known by many endearing names: brother, uncle, Colonel,
devoted husband, doting Dad, “Poppy”, “Chief”, “Art”, brave soldier,
prayer warrior, trusted friend, loyal mentor, disciplinarian, unbiased
manager, scholar, and bridge-builder. He is known as one of
Louisville’s most effective leaders for justice and opportunity, and
has been praised for his ability to collaborate and strengthen
partnerships by talking about solutions within boardrooms and other
places of influence. He was widely respected for his sincerity,
honesty, and unwavering commitment to his community.
Walters was among the first inductees to the Kentucky Human
Rights Commission Hall of Fame in 2000. In 2005, he was one of
54 pioneering Louisville leaders chosen to be highlighted in a
commemorative book entitled, “Passing the Torch”.

This volume served as a historic collection of one-on-one
conversations with Leadership Louisville alumni, “whose vision and
actions shaped the course and destiny of modern-day Louisville”.
In February 2012, he was posthumously inducted as the 53rd
honoree to the Gallery of Great Black Kentuckians; also sponsored
by the Kentucky Human Rights Commission. His children and
family were present in Frankfort, KY to accept the award on his
behalf.
In 2014, his family launched The Arthur M. Walters Bridge Builders
Project (AMWBBP), coordinating an annual Bridge Builders Benefit
Concert that continues to honor his legacy and that of his wife of 55
½ years; Noralee. She was “the woman beside the man”, who also
believed strongly in education, opportunity, advancement, and
giving back to society. In 2015, the Bridge Builders Project
partnered with the Community Foundation of Louisville as a taxdeductible component fund under that organization’s banner. In
2017, The Bridge Builders Project became a 501(c)3 organization
unto itself. Proceeds from the concert are earmarked for minority
college students and viable organizations “…that are making a
positive impact…”. AMWBBP is reflective of Walters’ values and
his life’s work; ensuring that his ideals and dedicated life of service
lives on in the hearts of his family and his community that he so
dearly loved.
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